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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . \ method for utilizing a product code having product information 



contained thereii i 

e: 



product code is ( isposed on or in close association with an associated product; and 



ir 



information with 



code. 



for interfacing over a network, comprising the steps of: 
tracting the product information from the product code, which 



response to the step of extracting, associating network routing 
the product code information. 



2. T le method of Claim 1, wherein the product code is machine readable 



3. The 
scanning the machin 
therefrom. 



njethod of Claim 2 wherein the step of extracting comprises 
readable code to extract the product code information 



4. The fiethod of Claim 2, wherein the machine readable code comprises 
a bar code. 

5. The method of Claim 4, wherein the bar code represents a UPC. 



number. 



6. The method of Claim 4, wherein the bar code represents an ISBN 



7. The method of Claim 4, wherein the bar code represents an EAN 



number. 
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8. The metnod of Claim 1, and further comprising the step of interfacing 
with the network utilizi ig the associated network routing information. 

9. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of associating the network 
routing information with the product code information in response to the step of 
extracting comprises the steps of: 

accessing a remote location on the network from the user's location 
which the producj information is extracted; 

tr^smitting the product code information to the remote location over 

the network; 

>mparing the product code information with an associative database 
having stored therein associations with a plurality of product code information and 
associated rouftng information and determining if there is a match; 

if there is a match, returning the routing information to the location at 
which the prdduct code information was extracted. 
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